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The Patagonian Sublime provides a vivid, accessible, and cutting-edge investigation of the
green economy and New Left politics in Argentina. Based on extensive field research in Glaciers
National Park and the mountain village of El Chaltén, Marcos Mendoza deftly examines the
diverse social worlds of alpine mountaineers, adventure trekkers, tourism entrepreneurs,
seasonal laborers, park rangers, land managers, scientists, and others involved in the green
economy. Mendoza explores the fraught intersection of the green economy with the New Left
politics of the Néstor Kirchner and Cristina Fernández de Kirchner governments. Mendoza
documents the strategies of capitalist development, national representation, and political rule
embedded in the “green productivist” agenda pursued by Kirchner and Fernández. Mendoza
shows how Andean Patagonian communities have responded to the challenges of community-
based conservation, the fashioning of wilderness zones, and the drive to create place-based
monopolies that allow ecotourism destinations to compete in the global consumer economy.  

“Andy Lightfoot brings a wealth of information that can aid in avoiding, and surviving,
terrorism.”—Matt Graham, author of Epic Survival and star of Discovery Channel’s Dual
Survival“For both frequent and occasional travelers in today’s increasingly threatening world,
this all-encompassing guide will enhance your travel safety and enjoyment. Pack this guide with
all your travel essentials. It encompasses all the pertinent advice and recommendations you will
need.”—Jim Hawes, former Navy SEAL officer“The threat of terrorism is now a part of our lives,
especially if we travel. The Terrorism Survival Guide gives the reader valuable information as to
how prepare for, and react to, terrorism if ever his travel locates him in the wrong place at the
wrong time.”—J. Wayne Fears, author of The Pocket Outdoor Survival Guide“It’s clear to
everyone that overseas travel is not now what it was even a few years back. But despite all the
angst involved in facing the new challenges and uncertainties, there’s nothing sweaty-palmed or
hysterical about Lightbody’s handbook, just a calm, near exhaustive, clearly written, superbly
organized guide for today’s traveler. It’s just the thing, whether your globe-trotting is for pleasure
or for profit.”—Stephen Brennan, author of Bugles, Boots and Saddles: Exploits of the U. S.
Cavalry and Survival Skills of the Native Americans“The Terrorism Survival Guide is an essential
read for the traveler in his or her journeys both foreign and domestic. Having found myself in the
wrong place at the wrong time in more than one country over the past decade I find the
information realistic and valuable. I cannot offer higher praise.”—Robert K. Campbell, author of A
Prepper’s Guide to Rifles“The Terrorism Survival Guide is the kind of book I would give my own
kids as they head out from college to see the world and face real life. It’s concise, easy to read,
practical, and full of specific answers to real questions. Great stuff worth every penny.”—David
Black, author of What to Do When the Shit Hits the Fan“Being a traveler in today’s world begs



preparation the likes of which could be the protocol of a secret agent. Going well beyond staging
the vacant home and how to pack, Lightbody offers hard-to-find overseas resources for when
trouble strikes. When it comes to planning a trip, don’t be a beginner. Get this book!”—Roger
Eckstine, author of Shooter’s Bible Guide to Home Defense“Never in the history of humankind
has our world been so uncertain, so absolutely unpredictable. The more than one thousand
people injured or killed in the first bombing of the World Trade Center in New York City never
suspected the attack. Of the six thousand commuters who were casualties of the Sarin nerve
gas attack on a crowded Tokyo subway in 1995, not one of them saw it coming. The three
thousand people who died in the September 11, 2001 attack that destroyed the World Trade
Center were like wise unawares. The countenances of terrorism are the faces of cowards,
people who are by themselves insignificant to the operation of the world; but it’s this very
facelessness that makes The Terrorism Survival Guide a must-read for everyone who isn’t a
hermit living on a remote mountaintop. If you can't anticipate it and you can’t prevent it, then you
need to learn to survive it, and this book is a big step in the right direction.”—Len McDougall,
author of The Ultimate Sh*t Hits the Fan Survival Guide“As a former emergency manager and
terrorism response instructor, I find The Terrorism Survival Guide to be an easy-to-follow guide
that gives essential tips to survive. The information inside is the same as what I give my own
family.”—David Nash, author of 52 Prepper Projects“Andy Lightfoot brings a wealth of
information that can aid in avoiding, and surviving, terrorism.”—Matt Graham, author of Epic
Survival and star of Discovery Channel’s Dual Survival“For both frequent and occasional
travelers in today’s increasingly threatening world, this all-encompassing guide will enhance
your travel safety and enjoyment. Pack this guide with all your travel essentials. It encompasses
all the pertinent advice and recommendations you will need.”—Jim Hawes, former Navy SEAL
officer“The threat of terrorism is now a part of our lives, especially if we travel. The Terrorism
Survival Guide gives the reader valuable information as to how prepare for, and react to,
terrorism if ever his travel locates him in the wrong place at the wrong time.”—J. Wayne Fears,
author of The Pocket Outdoor Survival Guide“It’s clear to everyone that overseas travel is not
now what it was even a few years back. But despite all the angst involved in facing the new
challenges and uncertainties, there’s nothing sweaty-palmed or hysterical about Lightbody’s
handbook, just a calm, near exhaustive, clearly written, superbly organized guide for today’s
traveler. It’s just the thing, whether your globe-trotting is for pleasure or for profit.”—Stephen
Brennan, author of Bugles, Boots and Saddles: Exploits of the U. S. Cavalry and Survival Skills
of the Native Americans“The Terrorism Survival Guide is an essential read for the traveler in his
or her journeys both foreign and domestic. Having found myself in the wrong place at the wrong
time in more than one country over the past decade I find the information realistic and valuable. I
cannot offer higher praise.”—Robert K. Campbell, author of A Prepper’s Guide to Rifles“The
Terrorism Survival Guide is the kind of book I would give my own kids as they head out from
college to see the world and face real life. It’s concise, easy to read, practical, and full of specific
answers to real questions. Great stuff worth every penny.”—David Black, author of What to Do



When the Shit Hits the Fan“Being a traveler in today’s world begs preparation the likes of which
could be the protocol of a secret agent. Going well beyond staging the vacant home and how to
pack, Lightbody offers hard-to-find overseas resources for when trouble strikes. When it comes
to planning a trip, don’t be a beginner. Get this book!”—Roger Eckstine, author of Shooter’s
Bible Guide to Home Defense“Never in the history of humankind has our world been so
uncertain, so absolutely unpredictable. The more than one thousand people injured or killed in
the first bombing of the World Trade Center in New York City never suspected the attack. Of the
six thousand commuters who were casualties of the Sarin nerve gas attack on a crowded Tokyo
subway in 1995, not one of them saw it coming. The three thousand people who died in the
September 11, 2001 attack that destroyed the World Trade Center were like wise unawares. The
countenances of terrorism are the faces of cowards, people who are by themselves insignificant
to the operation of the world; but it’s this very facelessness that makes The Terrorism Survival
Guide a must-read for everyone who isn’t a hermit living on a remote mountaintop. If you can't
anticipate it and you can’t prevent it, then you need to learn to survive it, and this book is a big
step in the right direction.”—Len McDougall, author of The Ultimate Sh*t Hits the Fan Survival
Guide“As a former emergency manager and terrorism response instructor, I find The Terrorism
Survival Guide to be an easy-to-follow guide that gives essential tips to survive. The information
inside is the same as what I give my own family.”—David Nash, author of 52 Prepper
ProjectsAbout the AuthorAndy Lightbody is a military and technology analyst. He was the
founding editor for International Combat Arms magazine, field editor for Armed Forces Journal,
and a military correspondent for CBS, Fox, and ABC Radio. Lightbody has authored over a
dozen books on military technologies and terrorism. He lives in Colorado.Don Mann is a
bestselling author and a former member of Navy SEAL Team Six (retired) who played a crucial
role in some of America’s most daring military missions for more than two decades. His books
include Inside SEAL Team Six, The U.S. Navy SEAL Survival Handbook, and the Thomas
Crocker thrillers. --This text refers to the paperback edition.
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EconomyConclusionAcknowledgmentsNotesReferencesIndexACRONYMSAPNAdministración
de Parques Nacionales (National Parks Administration of Argentina)CAPConsejo Agrario
Provincial (Provincial Agrarian Council of Santa Cruz)CBCCommunity-based
conservationDTPDelegación Técnica Regional de Patagonia (Patagonian Regional Technical
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Management Plan for Glaciers National Park)PNLGParque Nacional Los Glaciares (Glaciers
National Park)SLVSeccional Lago Viedma (Lake Viedma Ranger Station)STPSustainable Trails
Project NGOSPANISH TERMSA pulmónBy lung, by sheer will, by the bootstrapsAsociación de
VecinosAssociation of NeighborsBlancoWhite, formal, visibleBlanquearWhiten, launder, make
legitimateBrigada de senderosTrail crewBrigadistaSeasonal rangerBuena ondaGood
vibesCámara de ComercioChamber of CommerceCharlaInformal talkComercianteSmall-
business ownerComisión de FomentoDevelopment Commission (state-appointed administrative
council)Compañeros de rubroMarket-sector partnersComunaCollective,
communityEmpresarioBig-business ownerEscaladorClimberEstancieroRanch or farm
ownerFantasma socialSocial ghostGente humildeHumble or common folkGolondrinaPatagonian
swallow, seasonal service workerHosteríaBed-and-breakfastKirchnerismoPolitical ideology of
the Kirchner-Fernández governmentsLos KirchnersThe Kirchners as individualsMiradorScenic
viewpointNegroBlack, informal, obscuredNo deje rastroLeave no trace (rules of outdoor
conduct)PaisanoGaucho, horseman, agrarian laborerPorteñoPerson from Buenos
AiresPrestadorGuiding company ownerRecorridaPatrolRefugioChalet, hutRetencionesExport
taxesSeccionalPark ranger stationTierra fiscalPublic land (administered by the Consejo Agrario
Provincial)TirolesaTyrolean traverse (a cable spanning a river or
chasm)VillaSettlementPREFACEThis book examines post-neoliberal politics and the green
economy in Argentina at a time of weakening faith in global neoliberalism. Since the election of
Hugo Chávez as president of Venezuela in 1998, Latin America has witnessed the proliferation
of New Left governments that have adopted a wide range of responses to the crises, conflicts,
and contradictions associated with neoliberal policies and principles. Over the course of two
decades, the New Left has sought to promote “growth with equity” and challenge the ideology of
the self-regulating market (Grugel and Riggirozzi 2009, 19). Though facing a number of recent
setbacks, the New Left—whether its adherents hold office or are in the opposition—remains a
key front of resistance within the Americas. The Néstor Kirchner (2003–2007) and Cristina
Fernández de Kirchner (2007–2015) presidential administrations are associated with post-
neoliberal politics in Argentina. The Kirchners have worked to promote stronger state control
over the economy, expand welfare programs, protect real wages, and accelerate the exploitation
of natural resources, whether through extraction or conservation. With respect to the green
economy, the Kirchner-Fernández governments have implemented a green productivist agenda.
I explore how strategies of capitalist development, political rule, and national representation
operating within green productivism affect the Patagonian region. A binational zone that includes
parts of Chile, Patagonia encompasses the Argentine provinces of Neuquén, Río Negro,
Chubut, Santa Cruz, and Tierra del Fuego (see Map P.1). In particular, I focus on the mountain
village of El Chaltén and the adjacent Parque Nacional Los Glaciares (Glaciers National Park). I
document the sociocultural responses of actors to a green productivist project based on
ecotourism and community-based conservation within alpine landscapes. I attend to subjectivity
formation and risk consciousness within the green economy, charting the enactment of concrete



visions for sustainable development.I arrived in Buenos Aires for the main period of my field
research in October 2008, just after the collapse of Lehman Brothers on Wall Street, in New York
City. In addition to spending time at the National Parks Administration library on Avenida Santa
Fe, I attempted to follow the breaking new stories coming out of the United States as some
journalists and public intellectuals began to openly question whether the financial crisis signaled
the impending disintegration of global capitalism. This seems laughable in hindsight, but such
predictions arose from experiences of uncertainty, horror, and loss whose repercussions we are
still dealing with today. Traveling to El Chaltén, I arrived in a village where internet access was
difficult, though it had improved since my previous trips. It typically took fifteen minutes to load
the content of one news article at an internet café. I quickly lost touch with the latest twists and
turns in the international arena. The global financial crisis, however, came to permeate everyday
life in this remote ecotourism destination, since residents worried about how ongoing events
would affect the season, and tourists wondered whether they would have a job when they
returned home to Buenos Aires, Berlin, or Boston. Focusing on the years 2008–2011, this
ethnography recounts the stories of park rangers, land managers, mountaineers, trekkers,
service workers, tourism entrepreneurs, and others involved in building a green economy during
and immediately following the Great Recession. This period was marked by growing acrimony
between the park administration, tourism company owners, and residents over the shifting
contours of development under the Kirchners.MAP P.1. The Patagonia region in Argentina and
Chile (map by Stephen G. Harris)This ethnography is based on eighteen months of fieldwork
carried out in 2006–2011, with the research periods occurring in August–September 2006,
November–December 2007, October 2008–November 2009, and December 2011. I spent the
vast majority of this time living in El Chaltén, where I used participant observation, interviews,
and photography to collect ethnographic data. El Chaltén is adjacent to the national park, which
means that one can move efficiently between the village, trail system, campsites, and
backcountry. Such a concentrated space enabled me to research the wide variety of social
groups involved in the green economy. To supplement my primary research in El Chaltén, I
conducted interviews with rangers, land managers, climatologists, glaciologists, and
representatives of environmental organizations at various locations throughout Argentina and
Chile. I consulted historical documents at libraries and archives in Buenos Aires, Bariloche, El
Calafate, and Río Gallegos. All translations of interview data and documents from Spanish into
English are my own unless otherwise noted.Through ethnographic research, I sought to acquire
a multiperspectival understanding of the politics of the green economy. My initial concern
regarding ethnographic research in El Chaltén centered on gaining access to park rangers.
During an initial conversation, the ranger station director suggested that I join the volunteer
program for the national park service, which accepted citizens and foreigners. Following his
advice, I worked as a volunteer ranger from late 2008 through early 2009, giving environmental
education talks to tourists, patrolling the trails and campgrounds, doing manual labor such as
trail restoration and building bridges, participating in rescues, and working on revegetation



projects. Though I had experience as a wildland firefighter in the U.S. Pacific Northwest, I was
never called upon to help suppress fires in Parque Nacional Los Glaciares. Luckily, these were
extremely infrequent in El Chaltén, though the scars of massive burns from the early twentieth
century were still visible in the landscape. Working for the park service opened up lines of
communication with land managers and scientists who periodically traveled to the zone to check
on the ranger corps and assess sustainability plans. After this, I moved my tent—which had
been pitched in the forest behind the ranger station—to a private campground in town to begin
research with service workers and entrepreneurs. This involved interviews and frequent visits to
retail shops, cafés, restaurants, hostels, and other establishments. With the approach of the
austral winter, I moved inside into a series of budget hostels where I continued to learn about the
labor market, investment patterns, and capital accumulation. Beyond seeking to understand the
politics of the park and pueblo, I also spent time conducting research with tourists. The trekking
population proved relatively easy to access while I was working as a volunteer ranger (and thus
talking to tourists every day) and living in the village, where trekkers cycled in and out. I
participated in trekking excursions with tourists and spent scores of hours at each of the main
destinations in the park, conversing with visitors and gathering perspectives on landscape
aesthetics, adventure, and Patagonia’s position in the global consumer economy. The most
difficult group to research was the mountaineering population. I pursued an ethnographic
strategy of immersive training to acquire the embodied techniques and competencies needed to
gain entry into this social group (Wacquant 2006). This involved practicing at the local climbing
gym and on rock-climbing routes surrounding the village. With minimal prior climbing
experience, I decided to mountaineer on the peaks requiring the least amount of technical
difficulty, given the high degree of risk assumed by practitioners and my desire to survive to raise
a family. As one climber candidly told me, “I can do what I do [extremely technical alpinism]
because I don’t have any children.” I took that message to heart.This book engages scholarly
debates in anthropology, political ecology, Latin American studies, risk studies, and related
fields. First, I contribute to anthropological theories of capitalism by developing the model of the
semiotic estate to underscore the centrality of ground rent capture and rentier dynamics to the
green economy. Second, I provide the first book-length study of how ecotourism and community-
based conservation are being appropriated by post-neoliberal governments, building on prior
work in political ecology on neoliberal conservation. Third, I contribute to contemporary studies
of Latin American resource politics by theorizing and documenting the green productivist
agenda implemented by the Kirchner-Fernández regimes, while drawing attention to the
representational pluralism of post-neoliberal politics. Fourth, I advance a distinctive approach to
the ethnographic research and analysis of capitalist spaces. Drawing on work in the
interdisciplinary field of risk studies, I develop an ecology of risk approach to understanding the
conjunctural terrains of capitalist production, consumption, and state formation. Beyond its
contributions to academic debates, though, this ethnography—I hope—illuminates the
sociocultural life of Patagonia in a compelling fashion that does justice to the time, friendship,



and interest poured into the project by the people of El Chaltén.THE PATAGONIAN
SUBLIMEINTRODUCTIONIn March 2015, President Cristina Fernández de Kirchner of
Argentina addressed a crowd of supporters that had gathered outside the administrative center
for Parque Nacional Los Glaciares (PNLG). As her second term in office was drawing to a close,
Fernández had traveled to her family home in El Calafate, a bustling tourism destination on the
shore of Lake Argentino—which was turquoise on sunny days and occasionally dotted by
icebergs. These icebergs alerted visitors and residents alike to the proximity of the Andean
glaciers and massive ice field that the adjacent park sought to protect. In office from 2007 to
2015, Fernández was the surviving member of Latin America’s most powerful political couple
during the early twenty-first century. Her late husband, Néstor Kirchner, had been president from
2003 to 2007, dying unexpectedly of a heart attack in 2010 at the age of sixty. Her visit officially
celebrated the opening of a new tourism information center at the largest (726,927 hectares)
and second-most-visited national park in Argentina, but her message—at turns leavened by
nostalgia and humor—was sharply political. Fernández took stock of the Kirchnerist presidential
legacy ahead of the upcoming national elections.Holding power from 2003 to 2015, Kirchner
and Fernández forged a national political movement known throughout Argentina as
Kirchnerismo that responded to the perceived failures of the neoliberal development approach
pursued by President Carlos Menem, in office from 1989 to 1999. Menem was a devoted pupil of
the so-called Washington Consensus that was brokered between the U.S. government, the
World Bank, and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to promote free-market policies during
the 1980s and 1990s (Stiglitz 2003). This trio of powerful actors helped usher into being a global
economy based on the neoliberal principles of privatization, liberalization, fiscal conservatism,
and deregulation (Stiglitz 2003; Harvey 2007). Though Menem enjoyed some early success, the
Argentine economy entered a deep depression lasting from 1998 until 2002. Enacting policies
prescribed by the IMF, the Argentine government—first under Menem and then, from 1999 to
2001, under his successor, Fernando de la Rúa—greatly exacerbated the downturn. The
country soon faced growing poverty, ballooning unemployment, and social dislocation (Weisbrot
et al. 2011). Recognizing an impending collapse, the IMF cut the Argentine government loose by
ending its access to emergency loans. The ensuing crisis culminated in massive nationwide
protests, riots, a bank run, and a debt default in December 2001 (D’Avella 2014). Four presidents
came and went over the course of two weeks before Eduardo Duhalde took office in January
2002 (P. Lewis 2009). Kirchnerismo offered a new vision of state power, market capitalism, social
rights, national sovereignty, and the use of natural resources that rejected the neoliberal
approach.Fernández’s speech to the sympathetic Patagonian audience in El Calafate used the
growth of national park tourism as a metaphor to understand Kirchnerismo: “The truth is that
today we have achieved many things, but most importantly as a woman from this place, more
than as president, I feel profound emotion. When this park was created by the National Parks
Administration, Calafate barely had a population of 100 people and 15 people per year came in
1937 to visit the glacier [Perito Moreno Glacier].… Look, from 1937 until 1991, we went from 100



to 2,000 beds, and, from 1991 until today, we now have almost 8,000 beds, more than 20,000
residents, and more than half a million tourists who every year visit El Calafate” (Fernández de
Kirchner 2015). The Kirchners began their political careers in Santa Cruz, the province in which
the PNLG is located. Kirchner was provincial governor before becoming president, while
Fernández was a provincial deputy, national senator, and national deputy for Santa Cruz.
Fernández’s speech alluded to the slow growth experienced by El Calafate from 1937—the year
the PNLG was founded—until the end of the 1980s. Following the election of Kirchner as
governor in 1991, El Calafate experienced robust development as measured by the numbers of
tourism jobs, new businesses, permanent residents, and total visitors, as well as by growing
public investment in conservation. Fernández framed the rise of El Calafate and the PNLG as a
symbol for Kirchnerismo writ large. From the beginning of 2003 until the end of 2015, Argentina’s
gross domestic product enjoyed a robust but volatile annual growth rate of 4.58 percent (World
Bank 2018a). During this time, the country’s per capita gross national income (GNI) grew from
$3,550 to $12,430, reflecting a massive economic expansion with respect to the collapse that
occurred from 1998 to 2003, when per capita GNI declined by some $4,440 (World Bank
2018b). Beyond this, the speech noted the integral role that the green economy played within
the politics of Kirchnerismo. In Argentina, the dominant understanding of the green economy
was related to ecotourism and the conservation of protected areas. Fernández communicated
the commitment that the Kirchners had displayed for more than two decades to promote parks
and the tourism industry across the nation and within the Patagonian region. It was certainly not
lost on the crowd that the Kirchners had invested their own capital in the green economy as
owners of hotels and real estate in El Calafate and El Chaltén, the ecotourism destinations
situated at the southern and northern entrances to the PNLG, respectively. In many ways, then,
the Kirchners were fundamentally entangled in the green economy, with personal, family, and
financial concerns coexisting—uneasily for many—with presidential power and national
politics.POST-NEOLIBERAL POLITICS AND GREEN PRODUCTIVISMOver the past two
decades, global neoliberalism has begun to face growing opposition. The triumphal march of
market fundamentalism associated with the Washington Consensus has given way to anti-
neoliberal social movements, civic groups, nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), political
parties, and governments, which have taken many forms and drawn very different conclusions.
In Latin America, some New Left governments have called for the restoration of socially
responsible, progressive capitalism to replace neoliberal policies associated with social
upheaval and slow growth. Others have embraced what they call twenty-first century socialism.
Scholarship on the New Left, however, has often focused on the crisis of neoliberalism,
constitutional reform, political parties, moderate versus radical ideologies, economic programs,
intraregional cooperation, social movements, and resource extraction (Castañeda 2006; Santiso
2007; Brand and Sekler 2009; Robinson 2010; Flores-Macias 2012; Webber and Carr 2013;
Ellner 2014; Arsel, Hogenboom, and Pellegrini 2016). The green economy has received little
sustained attention despite the fact that protected areas are often the largest territorial assets



controlled by states and crucial to how nations are represented to citizens and to other countries.
Ecotourism continues to increase across the region, providing valuable sources of investment,
income, and employment for communities. Moreover, the green economy offers governments a
highly visible platform on which to establish the meaning of post-neoliberal political rule. Indeed,
some governments have enshrined constitutional protections for nature and sought to link New
Left political ideologies to indigenous ethical principles and alternative development approaches
such as buen vivir (Radcliffe 2012; Villalba 2013).This book examines the intersection of post-
neoliberal politics and the green economy in Argentina. Focusing on the Kirchner-Fernández
administrations and the Patagonian region, this ethnography asks a series of interrelated
questions: What is the post-neoliberal development approach pursued by the Kirchners? How
does the green economy fit into this development model? What strategies of capital
accumulation, political rule, and national representation are advanced to promote the green
economy? How do local actors and communities formulate different modes of risk
consciousness and practice to understand and respond to post-neoliberal politics and the
shifting currents of global capitalism? To answer these questions, I draw upon my field research
in the Patagonian village of El Chaltén and the PNLG. I focus on the key actors present in the El
Chaltén zone: mountaineers, trekkers, park rangers, land managers, tourism entrepreneurs, and
service workers. Rather than providing an abstract, despatialized state-level view of the politics
of the green economy, this book instead offers a grounded ethnographic account of subjectivity,
risk, power, and place within the El Chaltén zone that illuminates key features of Kirchnerist post-
neoliberal green politics.Much confusion has arisen regarding the “post” in post-neoliberal. I take
the “post” to refer to an immanent, multisite struggle to forge a counterhegemonic front from
within global neoliberalism. Rather than “an era after neoliberalism,” post-neoliberalism—as
Laura MacDonald and Arne Ruckert assert (2009, 6)—involves the search for “policy
alternatives arising out of the many contradictions of neoliberalism” (quoted in Wylde 2012, 23).
As Jean and John Comaroff note, however, “there is little reason to expect a retreat of the
precepts and practices of neoliberalism, even though its triumphal assertion as ideological
paradigm may be more muted at the moment” (2012, 25). Neoliberalism remains the dominant
political-economic paradigm for global capitalism, but the Latin American New Left has created
a diverse set of alternatives ranging from the pragmatically modest to the more radically
committed (Escobar 2010; Goodale and Postero 2013). Though linked to left-of-center politics in
Latin America, scholars should understand “post-neoliberalism” as a polysemic term that can be
associated with any number of ideologies, including right-wing authoritarianism and fascism.1
While some scholars have emphasized the continuities between New Left governments and
global neoliberalism (Webber and Carr 2013), various others have focused on the creation of
new forms of governance, development, social consensus, and logics of capital accumulation
that are distinct from previous neoliberal regimes (Grugel and Riggirozzi 2009; Féliz 2012; Wylde
2012; Ebenau and Liberatore 2013; Weisbrot 2015).Neo-developmentalism is one development
strategy embraced by New Left governments. Neo-developmentalism seeks to synthesize



elements from both the neoliberal policies advocated by international financial institutions like
the IMF and import substitution industrialization policies pursued by many Latin American
developmentalist states following World War II (Ban 2013; Bresser-Pereira 2016).2 Neo-
developmentalism advances the ideal of a mixed economy and emphasizes not only market
capitalism and global integration, but also stronger state control over national development and
taxation schemes that rebuild social welfare programs. In Argentina, the Kirchner-Fernández
administrations have advanced a neo-developmentalist approach to national growth and
criticized the neoliberal legacies of privatization, deregulation, and liberalization (Féliz 2012;
Wylde 2012). The Kirchnerist governments have halted and begun to reverse the privatization of
state companies and utilities, implemented tighter regulations, imposed tariffs and export taxes,
and advocated for stronger labor protections.Kirchnerist neo-developmentalism has formulated
a unique macroeconomic logic that depends upon the government maintaining fiscal and trade
surpluses (though this has not always been accomplished) and intervening in foreign exchange
markets (Féliz 2012; Wylde 2012). State intervention to create a depreciated peso allows
“domestic industry to compete more effectively against imports and also in world
markets” (Weisbrot 2015, 68). The government has faced a delicate balancing act between fiscal
pragmatism and investing heavily in social programs, redistributing wealth, and protecting real
wages through public subsidies for transportation, food, and energy (Calvo and Murillo 2012,
152). Export taxes on agricultural commodities like soy have provided a pool of discretionary
revenue the Kirchners could use to finance the social state.This book develops the argument
that green productivism is the agenda the Kirchners advanced to promote the green economy.
This strategy seeks to develop the green economic potential of the nation in ways that do not
conflict with key tenets of Kirchnerist neo-developmentalism, such as its emphasis on
commodity exports and natural resource exploitation (Ebenau and Liberatore 2013). At the
macroeconomic level, green productivism depends upon the interventionist approach taken by
the Argentine central bank to devalue the peso on the foreign exchange market to boost the
competitiveness of the tourism industry and commodity exports (Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development 2014, 336). The green economy is thus part of the natural resource
sector that is oriented toward global competition and foreign consumer markets. Much has been
made of the New Left’s embrace of agro-extraction (Arsel, Hogenboom, and Pellegrini 2016).
This body of scholarship, however, typically treats extraction and conservation as opposing
forces, rather than including the green economy within a broader pattern of natural resource
exploitation that includes both conservation and agro-extraction.THE TREKKING CAPITAL OF
ARGENTINAOn a sunny day in late 2008, Rolando Garibotti and I hiked out of the PNLG from
the mountaineering base camp at Río Blanco, passing scores of trekkers who were headed up
to see Monte Fitz Roy.3 Referred to by residents as “Chaltén,” this zone of Argentina includes
the bohemian village of El Chaltén and the northern section of the national park (see Map I.1).
As indicated by a large sign erected at the entrance to town, El Chaltén is the “trekking capital of
the nation.” The village attracts over 65,000 tourists each year, visiting the zone to hike its



famous trekking circuit and take commercial tours of backcountry glaciers. Rolando and I
hopped into his old Datsun pickup and drove back to town along the unpaved Route 23. He
stopped to pick up a hitchhiker along the way, as is customary throughout much of
Patagonia.MAP I.1. The El Chaltén zone and Glaciers National Park (map by Stephen G.
Harris)El Chaltén is an aesthetically stunning and remote corner of the Southern Patagonian
Andes located on the Argentina-Chile border that takes its name from Cerro Chaltén, a
mountain more commonly referred to as Monte Fitz Roy (3,405 meters), the most prominent
peak in the Chaltén Massif (see Figure I.1). The ice-covered spires of the massif dominate the
skyline and are subject to the almost constant westerly winds that race across the continent.
Situated in a canyon, El Chaltén is surrounded on three sides (north, south, and west) by the
national park, while privately owned farms occupy the foothills to the east of town. Fed by
tributaries coming from the high mountains, the De las Vueltas River defines the eastern
boundary of the village. The river then winds its way south into Lake Viedma. One of the largest
freshwater lakes in Argentina, Lake Viedma is the major drainage basin for the El Chaltén zone.
The arid steppe begins to the east of Lake Viedma and continues across the province of Santa
Cruz, ending at the Atlantic Ocean. On the steppe are farms devoted primarily to raising herds of
sheep, goats, and cattle, where the famous Patagonian gauchos—or paisanos, as they are
called locally—serve as the main source of agrarian labor. West of the Chaltén Massif is the
daunting Southern Patagonian Ice Field, referred to as the Hielos Continentales.4 Adjacent
national parks—Glaciers in Argentina and Bernardo O’Higgins and Torres del Paine in Chile—
comprise one megapark that covers almost all of the Southern Patagonian Ice Field, the
principal source of fresh water in the region. The ice field is uninhabited, with arctic conditions
prevailing year-round.FIGURE I.1. El Chaltén and Monte Fitz Roy (© Dörte Pietron)Rolando
drove the truck down the gravel road that ran parallel to the De las Vueltas River. After initially
discussing mountaineering, Rolando abruptly switched topics as the village appeared in the
distance. He talked about the difficulties facing El Chaltén as the U.S.-precipitated financial crisis
affected the global economy: “If there is an economic crisis (in Argentina), and it looks like there
will be one, then we might see three or four years of no growth or even a decrease in tourism,
which should be good for the village. It will give everyone a chance to establish better
infrastructure, to get the waste treatment and water systems in place, to have the better
businesses stay and the worst ones leave. The quick growth that the town has experienced over
the last few years is like a moraine after its supporting glacier has retreated. It’s completely
unstable.” Rolando reflected a popular concern among residents reacting to what economists
call contagion, as the Great Recession spread beyond the United States. Indeed, the Argentine
economy had already gone into recession by late 2008 (Weisbrot et al. 2011, 4). The domestic
economy rebounded in 2009, but the PNLG tourism industry entered a period of stagnation that
lasted for the next few years.5 The heady years of the ecotourism boom from 2003 to 2007
coincided with the presidential term of Néstor Kirchner and yielded accelerating growth and an
employment bonanza. By contrast, the presidential terms of Cristina Fernández de Kirchner



(from 2007 to 2015) witnessed a slowing rate of economic growth and inaugurated a period of
ecotourism consolidation. For Rolando, growth threatened to undermine the sustainable
development plans authored by land managers working for the National Parks Administration of
Argentina (Administración de Parques Nacionales, or APN). He likened El Chaltén to a moraine:
the soil and rock formations that consolidate at the edges of glaciers. With the growing impacts
of climate change on the Andean environment, Patagonian glaciers had begun an accelerating
process of thinning and retreating. A moraine becomes destabilized after its “supporting glacier”
vanishes. Boulders unexpectedly shifted on this terrain, resulting in injuries for trekkers and
climbers. However, Rolando expressed the hope that hitting the pause button on accelerated
growth would buy time for the park service, community residents, and the tourism industry to
make the changes needed to increase sustainability.This book takes the El Chaltén zone as its
ethnographic theater of inquiry to understand post-neoliberal politics and the green economy. At
the general level, the term “green economy” refers to any mode of economic activity that
facilitates environmental protection, health, and well-being.6 In the global public sphere,
however, the term refers to sustainable development and the international debates that began
over the limits to growth in the 1970s. As the United Nations Environmental Programme defines
it, the green economy is a mechanism to achieve sustainable development: “In its simplest
expression, a green economy is low-carbon, resource efficient, and socially inclusive. In a green
economy, growth in income and employment are driven by public and private investments that
reduce carbon emissions and pollution, enhance energy and resource efficiency, and prevent
the loss of biodiversity and ecosystem services. These investments need to be catalysed and
supported by targeted public expenditure, policy reforms and regulation changes. The
development path should maintain, enhance and, where necessary, rebuild natural capital as a
critical economic asset and as a source of public benefits. This is especially important for poor
people whose livelihoods and security depend on nature” (2011, 16). What is interesting about
this statement is that the United Nations Environmental Programme implicitly limits the green
economy to a development approach that only makes sense in a world defined by the nation-
state system, public and private investment, and market capitalism. A more appropriate phrase,
then, is the green capitalist economy. In Argentina, “sustainable development” is a ubiquitous
term of reference in national politics, appearing in policy positions and planning documents as
well as being enshrined in the state bureaucracy with its own dedicated federal agency—the
Ministry of the Environment and Sustainable Development. Amid the omnipresence (and thus
thinness) of sustainability as a national discourse, people concretely understand this term by
locating the green economy. Though relevant to farming, energy, forestry, resorts, and fund-
raising for environmental causes, among other things, the green economy is most closely
associated in Argentina with protected area conservation and ecotourism. The El Chaltén zone
provides a key vantage from which to understand the green capitalist economy and the local
forms of sustainable development that worried Rolando and many other residents.El Chaltén’s
green economy includes the spheres of tourism, the service industry, and the conservation



state. Tourism involves hundreds of mountaineers who contend with a gauntlet of environmental
dangers as they seek fame in the Andes, as well as the tens of thousands of trekkers who
pursue alpine adventure on “frontcountry” trails and backcountry glaciers. The service industry
includes the hundreds of seasonal workers who struggle against socioeconomic barriers that
prevent their upward mobility and the scores of tourism entrepreneurs who develop investment
strategies to facilitate capital accumulation. The conservation state refers to the dozens of park
rangers and handful of land managers who work for the APN to foster sustainable development
and diminish the environmental impacts of the tourism industry. These different actors offer
concrete points of entry into understanding subjectivity formation within the capitalist
economy.Tania Li has developed an “analytic of the conjuncture” to make sense of how social
formations are constituted within the dynamic, unfolding, and uncertain interactions between
different historically situated “elements” (2014, 16). Focusing on rural Indonesia, Li shows how
capitalist processes and relations are embedded within a conjuncture of economic, ecological,
emplaced, spiritual, and institutional elements, which in turn shape subjectivity formation. Li
conceptualizes the subject as an agent that is “capable of action and reflection” but whose
practices, desires, and habits are situated within fields of power deriving from the conjuncture.
Subjects are both “formed within” and “formative in turn” of the conjuncture (2014, 18–19). I
apply this conjunctural approach to the Patagonian green economy by focusing on the
interactional terrain of tourism, the service industry, and the conservation state. Though situated
in Patagonia, this conjuncture involves translocal movements, articulations, and imaginations
that bring visitors, rangers, entrepreneurs, workers, scientists, and others from afar to engage in
particular types of activities. In El Chaltén, subjects forge an interactional sense of their
positionality through sensorial, discursive, and imaginative practices. Subjects gain this
positional understanding by exercising agency to access aesthetic experiences, political power,
social status, economic capital, and natural resources. At the same time, the existing capitalist
relations of production, consumption, and state power place limitations on agency, stabilizing
subject positions that contribute to the reproduction of the green economy. My analysis of
subjectivity draws attention to how actors “thematize” (Heidegger 1962, 414) their position in the
world through the exercise of agency that occurs in ways that tend to subjugate them to the
wider operations of power (Foucault 1979; Agrawal 2005). To anticipate a subsequent point, the
experience of risk provides a central thread of perception, understanding, communication, and
imagination for actors to thematize their position in the world. The green capitalist economy is
constituted by risk subjectivity. Though uncertainty is central to Li’s conjunctural approach, I
specifically foreground risk as a creative force within the subject’s understanding of and
engagement with the world.The Patagonian Sublime focuses narratively on the tourism seasons
following the Great Recession. Ecotourism development slowed, and El Chaltén entered a more
turbulent period during the Fernández administration, as anticipated by Rolando in his
commentary. The trekking masses and mountaineering expeditions continued to arrive, but the
rate of growth of their numbers slowed. The dreams of opportunity that had attracted



entrepreneurs and seasonal workers faded in the face of surging inflation, a heightened cost of
living, and increasing concern about state corruption. Rangers and land managers struggled to
mitigate the ecological harms linked to the rapid expansion of tourism. Tensions flared between
representatives of the tourism industry and the park service and seasonal workers over access
to park resources. Despite these rifts, coalitions formed across class, racial, and gender
boundaries to confront communal threats.THEORIZING GREEN PRODUCTIVISMThe Logic of
Capitalist DevelopmentKirchnerist green productivism is based on state control of protected
areas and the aggressive drive to promote ecotourism. The broader category of nature-based
tourism refers to conventional “travel to unspoiled places to experience and enjoy
nature” (Honey 2008, 7). By contrast, ecotourism is a form of alternative travel that fetishizes the
ideal of people and landscapes as “pristine, unspoiled and untouched by westernization,
industrialization, and even mass tourism” (Brockington, Duffy, and Igoe 2010, 135). This ideal,
however, contradicts the social, cultural, and economic realities of ecotourism destinations as
sites saturated by processes of marketing, branding, and service provision (Duffy 2002; Fletcher
2014).7 I view ecotourism as a flexible market discourse of alternative travel to and within
pristine nature—ideally but not always associated with an indigenous, non-Western other—that
evolves in relation to consumer notions of mass tourism. Ecotourism also involves a commitment
to forms of environmental conservation that improve the livelihoods and welfare of surrounding
local communities (Honey 2008, 28–33). In Argentina, foreign and domestic tourists seek out
remote parks—such as the PNLG—as alternative sites of travel beyond the mass tourist and
vacation destinations of cosmopolitan Buenos Aires and the Atlantic beaches (Pastoriza 2011).
There is a dialectic of mass and alternative tourism that spatializes Argentina for travelers in
specific ways. Moreover, the Argentine park service has sought to promote environmental
protection in a democratic manner that improves the welfare of communities (Administración de
Parques Nacionales 2012). Ecotourism is the central development strategy taken by the APN to
achieve the goal of community-based and community-legitimized conservation.Ecotourism
reflects a specific mode of capitalist development. Anthropological scholarship on capitalism
has increasingly sought to create a balanced portrait of how production, consumption,
exchange, and circulation dynamics affect diverse human and nonhuman worlds.8 With respect
to capitalist production, anthropologists have focused on the dialectics of capital and labor, but
they have largely neglected to scrutinize land and ground rent as crucial elements within the
productive process. I follow Fernando Coronil’s (1997) lead in seeking to redirect scholarly
attention to Karl Marx’s “trinity form” of capital or profit, labor or wages, and land or rent—as well
as the central role of the state in mediating the productive interactions between capital, labor,
and land (1991, 953). In his classic theorization of industrial capitalism, Marx (1990) attended to
capital and labor, but land largely dropped out of the analysis. This emphasis on the capital-
labor nexus influenced subsequent anthropological scholarship to the detriment of assessing
ground rent and the impacts of rentier processes. Moreover, scholarship in political ecology on
ecotourism has adeptly explored issues of marketing, branding, spectacle, labor exploitation,



consumer hype, and community impacts (see Duffy 2002; Walley 2004; Vivanco 2007; and
Fletcher 2014). What is missing is an appreciation of how ecotourism—and tourism more
generally—can operate as a form of rentier capitalism. My analysis of the Patagonian green
economy focuses on capital (tourism entrepreneurs), labor (service workers), consumers
(mountaineers and trekkers), and state actors (park rangers and land managers), but it ties
production, consumption, and the state to a rentier logic based on place branding and land
ownership.Ground rent refers to the monetary value that results from landownership and
monopolistic control over private or public resources, such as forests, farms, mines, and
wilderness. This monopoly position allows landowners—states, corporations, and individuals—
to charge users for physical access to these assets, concessions and use rights, and the
privilege of extracting resources.9 Coronil has argued that rents are central to how
contemporary Latin American nations generate surplus value and obtain foreign exchange,
given their position in the international division of production as “nature intensive” or “resource-
based economies” (2011, 242).10 Building on Coronil’s work, I conceptualize protected areas as
landed property over which the park service exercises direct monopoly control and the tourism
industry exercises subsidiary control. The park service directly controls territory and accrues
rental income by charging user fees to tourists and tour companies. By paying a user fee to the
park service, tourism companies obtain subsidiary rights to commercialize destinations inside a
park. As a rentier state agency, the park service concerns itself with maximizing ground rent. In a
parallel process, the tourism industry develops a rentier operation through its subsidiary ability to
monopolize access to consumer spaces in parks. Under Kirchnerist green productivism, the
drive to promote ecotourism involves a form of rentier capitalism that generates expanding
sources of revenue for the conservation state and the tourism industry.11Beyond territorial
control, ecotourism involves place branding and commodification strategies to increase the
consumer value of monopolized spaces. David Harvey has conceptualized the global tourism
industry as invested in the commodification of “place” and the attempt to control access to the
“collective symbolic capital” tied to distinct localities (2001, 405). By branding destinations with
exclusive place identities, tourism industries—working together with the state—contribute to the
formation of symbolic monopolies. Indeed, the Patagonian green economy relies on the
formation of place-based brand images and the commodification of park landscapes in which
tourists accumulate signs of distinction (Bourdieu 2002). In southern Patagonia, the primary
ecotourism circuit involves four destinations with different brand images: Ushuaia and Tierra del
Fuego National Park as the “End of the World”; Puerto Natales and Torres del Paine National
Park as the “Trekking Capital of Chile”; El Calafate and the PNLG (southern sector) as the
“Glacier Capital of Argentina”; and El Chaltén and the PNLG (northern sector) as the “Trekking
Capital of Argentina” (Mendoza et al. 2017, 101). I have coined the term “semiotic estate” to refer
to the creation and ongoing development of coupled territorial and symbolic monopolies that
facilitate rent capture.12 In Patagonia, the conservation state and the tourism industry have
forged a public-private alliance to control a semiotic estate based on park territory and place



branding.A Strategy of Political RuleKirchnerist green productivism depends upon ecotourism
as the primary engine of capital development and upon community-based conservation (CBC)
as a form of political rule. At the general level, the strategies of political rule that neoliberal and
post-neoliberal governments have implemented are diverse since they respond to the shifting
conditions of local, regional, and national terrains constituted by class, racial, ethnic, and gender
differences. Neoliberal regimes have employed terrorism, military force, and paramilitary
violence to pacify populations, promote capital accumulation, and secure resources (Paley
2001; Watt and Zepeda 2012; Hristov 2014). Neoliberal governments have also used democratic
elections, technocratic managerialism, and the dream of foreign investment to build consent
among citizens (Babb 2001; Dezalay and Garth 2002). Post-neoliberal governments are no
different insofar as they have the powers of repression and tools to build popular consent at their
disposal. In Argentina, Kirchnerismo is a center-left ideology that has created a populist political
front (Laclau 2007) through antipathy to neoliberalism, the international financial system, Euro-
American power, and domestic political foes who have stood in the way of Kirchnerist programs.
Though organized around center-left populism, Kirchnerist politics have involved an array of
practices ranging from the use of emergency measures to expedite the passing of laws (Alvarez
2007) to the promotion of zones of environmental sacrifice tied to expanding soy production
(Gordillo 2014) to the celebration of human rights and curbing of the impunity of military
personnel who committed crimes during the Dirty War (Faulk 2013). Green productivism
provides a window onto a different type of Kirchnerist politics based on promoting civil society
participation, the decentralization of power, and community involvement. This suggests that the
green economy is a platform from which to signal democratic involvement in state governance of
natural resources, presenting a counternarrative to critics suggesting that the Kirchners are anti-
environmental—given their close ties to mining companies, megadam boosters, and foreign
agribusiness.Under the Kirchners, ecotourism-led development has involved a form of political
rule that promotes CBC. The APN began promoting CBC in the 1990s and consolidated this
approach during the 2000s. The field of political ecology has examined CBC as a form of
environmental governance associated with the global turn toward ecotourism and participatory
development during the 1980s and 1990s (see Igoe 2004; Walley 2004; Haenn 2005; and
Agrawal 2010). CBC emerged as a corrective to the “fortress conservation” approach that
employed centralized state power to frame protected areas as environments preserved for
tourism, which often involved the eviction or marginalization of local communities (Neumann
1998; Brockington 2002). There is a rich field in political ecology that focuses on how ecotourism
and CBC facilitate the implementation of “neoliberal conservation” based on: the
decentralization of state power; the shifting of responsibility for environmental governance to
local communities, NGOs, and market actors; and the promotion of tourism-based
entrepreneurialism and the commodification of parks as reservoirs of natural capital (Brondo
2013, 10–11).13 Scholars have drawn attention to how multilateral lending and aid organizations
such as the World Bank and the U.S. Agency for International Development have promoted



participatory development and ecotourism as part of a wider neoliberal agenda (Duffy 2002;
Brockington, Duffy, and Igoe 2010). Of course, it is important not to move from the claim that
ecotourism and CBC facilitate neoliberalism to the much stronger assertion that they are
inherently neoliberal. This book pushes scholars to consider how post-neoliberal governments
have enlisted ecotourism and CBC to construct popular environmental fronts of support for
sustainable development. The Kirchners have taken up ecotourism and CBC as useful vehicles
to promote their social, economic, and political goals. Argentine post-neoliberal conservation
utilizes the master tools associated with neoliberal conservation within a national political
movement working to restructure the country along different capitalist principles and modes of
building social consensus.As a strategy of political rule, CBC intersects with the rentier logic at
work within ecotourism. The creation of a semiotic estate based on a symbolic branding and
landownership monopoly privileges the conservation state and the tourism industry, which have
direct and indirect control, respectively, over the national park as a commoditized space. Not
only do they monopolize ground rent capture, but the conservation state and entrepreneurial
capital also work together to determine what place brand will be employed in a particular
destination, as well as what investment work needs to be undertaken to improve the landscape
for consumption. This form of rentier capitalism thus depends upon a state-capital alliance that
marginalizes other actors, such as agrarian laborers, ranchers, and tourism workers. By
capturing rent and growing their institutional capacities, the conservation state and the tourism
industry have become more powerful and equipped to establish hegemonic rule over
ecotourism destinations. As a strategy of political rule, CBC works to incorporate ecotourism
community members into a form of resource management that reproduces state-capital
domination, though of course not without dissent and conflict. I document how CBC aspires to
create localized domains of sustainable development that expand popular consent for
procapitalist practices, which result in a stronger state apparatus and a more powerful tourism
industry.Representing National NatureGreen productivism is also a cultural project of national
representation that intertwines the ecotourism industry and protected area conservation with the
global consumer economy. To promote capitalist development and political rule within the green
economy, the Kirchner-Fernández administrations have sought to encourage increased tourism
from both domestic locations and abroad. Landscape aesthetics figures centrally in recruiting
visitors and directing them toward high-priority destinations. Within the federal park system,
Iguazú National Park in the far north of Argentina is the most visited destination, protecting
Iguazú Falls—the largest waterfalls system in the world—and the surrounding subtropical zone
of the Paranese rainforest. By contrast, Andean Patagonia is a very different landscape that
contains a series of national parks abutting the Chilean border. This belt of parks protects the
Andean Patagonian forest and the high-mountain ecoregion and sells an alpine aesthetic of
forests, lakes, glaciers, and snow-capped peaks. Patagonian parks account for over 50 percent
of the number of tourist visits within the entire federal protected area system and generate the
most domestic and foreign consumer interest when compared to other types and images of



national nature, such as rainforest, marine, steppe, grassland, or desert environments
(Ministerio de Turismo de Argentina 2014, 153–155). Through the promotion of specific
destinations, the Kirchner-Fernández administrations have fostered an uneven spatial
representation of national nature in which the alpine environment constitutes the core feature.In
addition to ecotourism and CBC, the alpine landscape sublime is a constitutive pillar of green
productivism. Ecotourism-led development depends on the semiotic estate and the enlisting of
CBC to generate community consent. Ultimately, though, this political-economic logic doesn’t
make a whit of difference without an aesthetically compelling landscape to attract tourists,
thereby generating the consumer demand to power the capitalist economy. Andean Patagonia
gains much of its meaning within the global consumer economy by belonging to the category of
alpine destinations that includes the Canadian Rockies, the Peruvian Andes, the Southern Alps
in New Zealand, the Himalayas in Nepal, and the European Alps. Moreover, there are long-
standing forms of outdoor recreation associated with alpine environments, such as
mountaineering, skiing, trekking, kayaking, rafting, cycling, and fishing. As Robert Fletcher
(2014) notes, Patagonian ecotourism is productively blended together with adventure sport. The
Patagonian region has exploited growing global interest in alpine landscape linked to adventure
travel and media consumption, extreme sports, and the outdoor recreation industry (Beedie
2003; Wheaton 2004; Vivanco and Gordon 2009). Though concerned with ecological integrity,
Patagonian tourists discursively privilege adventure within sublime wilderness as the primary
rationale for visiting the region. The “sublime” refers to the incredible awe and reverence
experienced by people beholding the immense power and magnitude of nature (Bell and Lyall
2002, 4). Patagonian tourists experience the sublime as a sense of wonderment, intense
connection, and even rapture before the majesty of the Andean wilderness, a sentiment that
they take back home with them, where it works to recruit the next wave of travelers. The semiotic
estate thus involves the alpine sublime as a site of commodification for the tourism industry and
the bases of aesthetic value for tourist consumers traveling to Patagonia.The alpine sublime is a
political project as much as a strategy of national representation. The formation of Patagonian
national parks is related to the history of genocidal violence visited upon indigenous societies by
the Argentine armed forces in the nineteenth century to open up the region for settler
colonization, European immigration, and agrarian capitalism based on livestock farming for the
world market (Bandieri 2005). The Argentine state’s push to colonize Patagonia emerged out of
geopolitical concerns regarding Chilean expansion, but livestock farming failed to establish
territorial sovereignty over the disputed region. In the 1930s, political elites created a series of
national parks in geopolitically sensitive border zones like Andean Patagonia (Administración de
Parques Nacionales 2012). The first president of the park service, Exequiel Bustillo, viewed
Patagonia as Argentina’s version of the Swiss Alps and established the alpine landscape as vital
to the conjoined tourism, colonization, and sovereignty mission of the federal agency (Bustillo
1999). The Kirchnerist embrace of the alpine sublime thus relies upon a long history of
geopolitical disputes, border conflicts, and state efforts to promote development in Patagonia



(Mendoza et al. 2017).The Risk SocietyEconomists have long recognized the centrality of risk
taking to the competitive ethos driving capitalism. Separated by over a century, Adam Smith
(1976) and John Maynard Keynes (1997) sought to distinguish between rational enterprise and
unsound speculation, examining the role of risk taking in securing higher returns but also in
generating the conditions for ruin, bankruptcy, and economic disaster. Radicalizing Smith’s
insight (and anticipating Keynes), Marx developed a theory of capitalism that emphasized
creative destruction and the constant revolutionizing of the social relations and productive
conditions arising from market competition. The corollary to this is that capitalism generates and
spreads uncertainty across the world in ways that affect the states, industries, regions, and
communities within its orbit. A central feature of social life under global capitalism is that people
generate different notions of risk exposure as they attempt to understand and respond to
uncertainty (LiPuma and Lee 2004). The ongoing expansion of the global economy generates
various types of risk exposure—often at multiple scales—that become the object of action or
inaction for individuals, groups, corporations, and states. As anthropologists and sociologists
have discussed, actors gain social membership through collective exposure to different types of
risk, such as planetary megahazards like climate change (Beck 2012), toxic spills and
environmental disasters (Petryna 2002; Auyero and Swistun 2009), or the specter of nuclear
annihilation and terrorism (Masco 2006 and 2014). Despite collective notions of exposure, risk
consciousness often remains highly variable within communities and populations. This book
develops an ecology of risk approach to the ethnographic research and analysis of capitalist
spaces. Such an approach examines the conjunctural (Li 2014) terrain of subject positions, each
of which is informed by a concrete mode of risk experience. These risk subject positions emerge
within and are stabilized by a capitalist network of production, consumption, and statecraft. A
key issue for research is how—if at all—this plurality of risk experience is integrated into the
collective imagination of security, and how this social imaginary is tied into broader
constellations of state power.Patagonian society has developed in response to green
productivism based on ecotourism, CBC, and the alpine landscape sublime. Risk enters the
ethnographic analysis when we locate actors as living beings who face uncertainty about how to
achieve specific outcomes (Keane 1997). The green capitalist economy represents a concrete
form of risk society. As I use the term, “risk society” refers to the network of social relations and
interactional space in which actors deal with uncertainties—the possibilities of gain or loss,
safety or danger, and advancement or decline—under specific conditions of production,
consumption, and state power. Inhabiting distinct subject positions, social actors cultivate
modes of risk consciousness and practice to perceive, understand, imagine, and thematize their
world. The Patagonian risk society involves actors contending with different scales of risk, of
which three are most significant to this study. First, actors are exposed to the interactional risks
deriving from their local position in the green economy, particularly as groups jockey for power,
status, or resources. Second, they are exposed to the risks deriving from the national politics of
Kirchnerismo. Third, they are exposed to the challenges of the global economy. Actors respond



to these different perceived scales of risk—local, national, and global—as they formulate a
collective response. The Patagonian risk society is both the outcome of and the basis for an
expanding green capitalist economy.14In Patagonia, an ecology of risk approach highlights how
subject positions within the green capitalist economy reflect diverse modes of thematizing the
world through attention to risk exposure, but in ways that converge around the social imagination
of security.15 There are different clusters of risk experience that define the fields of tourist
consumption, service production, and the conservation state. Mountaineering and trekking
tourists thematize risk around the body in nature, fashioning a discourse of adventure in vertical
and horizontal spaces. Workers and owners construct risk around the economy of nature,
creating specific understandings of productive labor and opportunities for advancement in the
ecotourism industry. Rangers and land mangers develop risk through the politics of nature,
seeking to protect biodiversity and limit tourism’s impacts. As I show, these diverse forms of risk
subjectivity coalesce around the issue of how to achieve sustainable development. Sustainable
development is the security charter produced by the Patagonian risk society to ensure the
longevity of the community and the park. This logic of sustainability takes account of: the local
conditions of capital, power, and resources; the national dynamics of the Kirchner-Fernández
administrations; and the global situation of the consumer economy affected by the Great
Recession.The Political Culture of KirchnerismoThe Kirchner-Fernández administrations have
developed the political ideology of Kirchnerismo to legitimize their policies and programs, and
their values and visions for Argentina. Drawing upon the political legacy after World War II of
President Juan Perón and his celebrated wife, Eva Perón, the Kirchners have represented
themselves as the standard bearers for twenty-first century Peronism. Classic Peronism focused
on issues of economic nationalism, territorial sovereignty, and social rights that built an electoral
coalition through antagonism to political opponents, foreign capital, and imperialism. The
Kirchner-Fernández regimes have blended classic Peronist positions with a commitment to
global market competition and export-led development through the exploitation of natural
resources. As a political ideology circulated throughout Argentina, Kirchnerismo is the lens
through which Patagonian communities have interpreted and responded to green productivism.
As they grapple with the outcomes of this agenda, the communities formulate cultural
representations of Kirchnerismo that embrace or reject the legitimacy sought by Kirchner and
Fernández.Political economists and political scientists have often painted Kirchnerismo with an
overly homogenizing brush that fails to account for concrete variations in cultural representations
of the state, governance, and citizenship. This book draws attention to the representational
pluralism of post-neoliberal politics. The political culture of Kirchnerismo is unevenly circulated,
received, and reinterpreted within regional and local contexts. Much of the existing scholarship
on Kirchnerismo focuses on the presidencies of Kirchner and Fernández, neglecting the
Patagonian historical context in which this political ideology was initially forged, as well as the
impacts this regional connection has had on communities. As noted above, Kirchner and
Fernández entered politics in the province of Santa Cruz. During this period, Kirchner and



Fernández helped forge a center-left faction within the Partido Justicialista, commonly known as
the Peronist party, that opposed the party’s center-right wing, then led by President Menem. The
couple built a patronage machine within Santa Cruz through oil royalties, public works projects,
and business networks (P. Lewis 2009, 153–154). As governor, Kirchner invested public funds in
the nascent tourism industry, helping commercialize the PNLG and build transportation and
urban infrastructure in the towns of El Calafate and El Chaltén. During the 2000s, the Kirchners
established their family home in El Calafate—the southern site of entry into the PNLG—and
made personal investments in the green economy. Residents of El Chaltén have long-standing
personal connections with the Kirchners as political leaders and investors.Cultural
representations of the Kirchnerist state, governance, and citizenship vary from region to region
in Argentina. I attend to how actors within the Patagonian green economy recognize the
existence of a personalized state—associated with the Kirchners as individuals—alongside the
center-left political agenda of Kirchnerismo within the federal state; the effect this “double state”
has on creating ambiguous governance, which is seen as both highly successful and often
corrupt; and a tiered system of citizenship that provides full legal recognition only to the
privileged middle class. The political culture of the double state, ambiguous governance, and
tiered citizenship provides the basis of meaning in which social groups and communities
understand the green productivist agenda.BOOK OVERVIEWI thus argue that the Kirchner-
Fernández green productivist agenda mobilizes ecotourism-led development, CBC, and the
alpine sublime to accelerate the exploitation of protected nature. Public-private alliances have
crystallized to control the semiotic estates and place branding activities in distinct parks. The
expanding green capitalist economy has facilitated the emergence of a risk society grounded in
tourism consumption, service production, and the conservation state. Risk subjectivity has plural
lives that cluster around the body, economy, and politics of nature. Sustainable development is
the charter of collective security around which risk subjectivities converge. Though ultimately
successful in generating socioeconomic development, the green agenda has also facilitated
cultural responses to Kirchnerismo—centered on representations of the state, governance, and
citizenship—that question the rectitude and authority of post-neoliberal politics. Green
productivism has exacerbated social tensions and fostered cultural responses that threaten to
undermine the legitimacy of the post-neoliberal turn.The Patagonian Sublime consists of four
parts and a brief conclusion. Part 1 examines the sphere of tourism consumption pertaining to
the alpinist and trekking populations, focusing on how risk subjectivity is thematized around the
body-nature relationship in ways that intersect with the political project of the alpine sublime.
Chapter 1 focuses on the hundreds of mountaineers who climb in the Chaltén Massif every year,
scrutinizing performances of resolve in the face of existential threat as well as the linkages
between this adventure sport and the Euro-American outdoor industry. Chapter 2 attends to the
tens of thousands of trekkers who visit the PNLG and the global consumer economy of
adventure travel. I look at how trekking subjectivity depends on the tourist genre of adventure
and the imaginative exposure of the trekking body to the sublime landscape. These two chapters



demonstrate how mountaineering and trekking practices configure the consumer aesthetic and
symbolic bases of El Chaltén’s place identity as the trekking capital of Argentina. These
chapters also show how Kirchnerist neo-developmentalism advances its political ends by
framing and representing national identity in ways that tap into global consumer markets.Part 2
addresses the sphere of tourism service production that encompasses entrepreneurs and
service workers, scrutinizing how risk subjectivity is thematized around the economy of nature
involving productive laboring, social standing, and local citizenship. The rise of tourist
consumption has enabled an industry to develop around the exploitation of place identity and
rent capture, which in turn has fostered a growing service industry for investment and
employment. The rentier logic of ecotourism anchors the struggle between entrepreneurial
capital and tourism service labor over access to resources and the establishment of local
citizenship in the pueblo. Chapter 3 focuses on the formation of entrepreneurial subjectivity in
relation to the difficulties of capital investment, differentiating the ethical accumulation of small
business owners from the illicit wealth of big business owners. Chapter 4 discusses the
hundreds of seasonal laborers who come to El Chaltén every season from elsewhere in
Argentina and from surrounding countries. I examine how worker subjectivity emerges through
aspirations for upward mobility that are increasingly stymied by socioeconomic barriers both
local and national in scope. These two chapters foreground the capital-state alliance that shapes
the semiotic estate and the selling of the alpine sublime, the growing exclusion of seasonal
workers, and the limits of the progressive political ideology of Kirchnerismo related to citizenship.
The tiered system of citizenship highlights a key contradiction with the expansionary agenda of
green productivism that has resulted in jobs and economic growth.Part 3 investigates the sphere
of the conservation state that includes park rangers and land managers, attending to how risk
subjectivity is thematized around the politics of nature and environmental protection. To do so,
the conservation state has embraced CBC and participatory development approaches that seek
to get communities to buy into the sustainability plans authored by land managers and enforced
by park rangers. Chapter 5 examines the discourse of scientific sustainability and the public
conservation subject position created by land managers and others during their efforts to author
and update park management plans. Chapter 6 analyzes the policing practices of the park
rangers tasked with conserving the northern sector of the PNLG. Rangers formulate an
educational policing approach that responds to the variety of threats they face from residents,
the tourism industry, and tourists. These two chapters demonstrate the strategy of political rule
employed by the park service to foment rentier capitalism. The conservation state works with
entrepreneurial capital to maintain control over the semiotic estate and the shifting conditions of
sustainability. Nevertheless, the conservation state becomes the local representation of the post-
neoliberal state, which is increasingly viewed as corrupt, authoritarian, illegitimate, and a source
of ambiguous governance.Part 4 addresses the politics of the green economy. Chapter 7
focuses on the popular understanding of sustainable development, not as a scientific plan
authored by land managers but rather in terms of the politics of security necessary to ensure the



long-term viability of El Chaltén as an ecotourism destination. This chapter scrutinizes
sustainability as a collective social charter formed against internal and external threats. Chapter
8 examines the Kirchners’ entanglements with the green economy across their time as provincial
politicians and national leaders. The green productivist agenda communicates key values of
Kirchnerismo, such as the defense of territorial sovereignty, economic development through
resource exploitation, and the building of a stronger state through rent capture. The conclusion
provides a brief review of the argument with attention to the key contradictions fostered by the
green productivist agenda and Patagonian engagements with Kirchnerismo.PART 1 THE
SPHERE OF TOURISM CONSUMPTION1 • ALPINE-STYLE MOUNTAINEERINGResolve
and Death in the AndesHundreds of mountaineers travel annually to El Chaltén and Parque
Nacional Los Glaciares (PNLG) to contend with the mixed-condition (snow, ice, and rock) routes
of the Chaltén Massif. Located in the Southern Patagonian Andes, the Chaltén Massif contains
two iconic peaks—Monte Fitz Roy (3,405 meters) and Cerro Torre (3,102 meters)—that have
long served as proving grounds where climbers can establish their global expertise (Kearney
1993). Mountaineering, or alpinism, is a sport based on the imagined global reach and mobility
of its practitioners—including every continent, even Antarctica. Key ranges such as the
Patagonian Andes, Canadian Rockies, Himalayas, and European Alps have supreme status.
Climbing in Patagonia positions alpinists at the cutting edge of exploration, but it also exposes
teams to existential peril. From 2007 until 2017, there has been an average of one fatality per
season out of a climbing population of 200–400 people. An elevated risk of death is an enabling
condition for many so-called risk, alternative, extreme, or lifestyle sports such as whitewater
kayaking, BASE jumping (buildings, antennas, spans, and earth), and big-wave surfing (see
Lyng 1990; Wheaton 2004; Fletcher 2008; Laviolette 2016). Though dangerous, Patagonian
alpinism has attracted participants from two sources. First, foreign mountaineers, mostly from
Europe and North America, travel to the zone on expeditions. Second, Argentine alpinists head
to El Chaltén to work in the commercial guiding sector; rather than climbing full time, these
locals are leisure-time practitioners. Mostly unmarried young men, both foreign and local
alpinists come from middle- or working-class families and are typically employed—in El Chaltén
or elsewhere—as guides, porters, or carpenters, or in related occupations requiring skilled labor.
Alpinism is thus productively connected to the types of employment that sustain the bodily skills
necessary to the sport.Mountaineering provides the first point of entry into the Patagonian green
economy and risk society. Oriented toward ascending the Andes, mountaineering subjects
engage in performances of resolve in the face of death.1 Through rigorous training over years or
decades, alpinists acquire bodily techniques that enable them to ascend and descend nearly
vertical routes without succumbing to the paralyzing fear that a nonclimber feels when clinging
by his or her fingertips to a razor-sharp ledge thousands of meters above the ground. Resolve is
a type of practical mastery that climbers cultivate to confront, adapt, and improvise within the
uncertain conditions of the mountain environment.2 Resolve is also a key symbol of what it
means to be a mountaineer. An alpinist demonstrates resolve by confronting possible death.



This engagement with death is ennobling to the sport’s practitioners and produces a social
distance from the crowds of tourists who fail to take such risks when hiking the trail system and
being led on commercial tours of glaciers. Climbers thus thematize risk through the existential
dangers of placing the body in vertical nature.Mountaineering intersects with a green
productivist agenda based on ecotourism in the alpine landscape. The sport has historically
played a central role in establishing the value of El Chaltén as an alpine landscape for
wilderness adventure. Mountaineering has worked within the geopolitical vision pursued by the
Argentine state during the twentieth century to shift the Patagonian borderlands away from
livestock farming and toward protected area tourism. Alpinists have also helped create a theater
of alpine adventure defined by vertical and horizontal terrains into which trekking is incorporated.
Tourism consumption depends upon linking the horizontal spaces of trekking with the vertical
spaces of mountaineering. Below, following a brief history of Patagonia, I examine alpinist risk
subjectivity through debates about the ethics of climbing style, status games played to gain
fame, and engagements with death in the mountains. I then look at how alpinism provides high-
risk images used by entrepreneurs to commodify the park.A POLITICAL HISTORY OF THE
PATAGONIAN LANDSCAPEEcotourism depends upon exploiting the alpine landscape
protected by Patagonian national parks. The understanding of Patagonia as an alpine
wilderness entails a long history of geopolitical conflict and changing landscape ideologies
related to how the region should be exploited.3 For centuries, the notion that Patagonia was
terra nullius (empty land) dominated the European imagination of the region (Briones and
Lantana 2002, 7–8). As terra nullius, Patagonia invited colonization by European powers and
marginalized the presence of indigenous peoples. In the sixteenth century, the expedition of
Ferdinand Magellan gave rise to the image of Patagonia as a monstrous landscape populated
by giants (Duviols 1997, 129). While the Beagle expedition in the early nineteenth century put to
rest the myth of giants, Charles Darwin (1989) popularized the conception of Patagonia as a
forbidding desert. The Darwinian notion of this desert—a variation on the image of terra nullius—
positioned its indigenous peoples along a continuum from savagery to barbarism that
dissociated them from any claims to the environment that they had inhabited for millennia. The
Darwinian perspective influenced the conceptions of the region held by the Argentine elite,
whose members long regarded it as useless for potential colonization (Nouzeilles
1999).4Following independence from Spain, Argentina and Chile struggled to determine how to
divide up Patagonia. In the mid-nineteenth century, Chile established a settlement at Punta
Arenas on the southern tip of the mainland, which became a commercial port of entry for
settlers. This growing Chilean threat to Argentina’s claim over Patagonia spurred national elites
to revisit the region’s potential. Francisco Moreno, a scientist and explorer, traveled extensively
throughout Patagonia. His scientific explorations provided a catalogue of the resources that
could be acquired by settler-colonists working to advance the progress of the nation-state. He
sought to overturn the Darwinian landscape ideology of the Patagonian desert, replacing it with
a vision of abundant resources (Moreno 2002 and 2006). The cavalry followed. Seeking to



subjugate indigenous peoples and open up new lands for settlers, the Argentine military began
a campaign known as the “conquest of the desert” (Gordillo 2004, 48). The military’s genocidal
liquidation of indigenous peoples in Patagonia prepared the way for “white settler” colonialism
(Gott 2007). The nomadic Aonikenk Tehuelche inhabited the El Chaltén zone. The Aonikenk had
created a diversified economy that drew upon foraging practices using the domesticated horses
introduced by the Spanish, as well as manufactured goods acquired through trade. Following the
conquest of the desert, the surviving Aonikenk were confined to reservations and intermarried
with the rural proletariat.5The Argentine government pursued the counsel of Juan Bautista
Alberdi, a political theorist who advocated for having European immigrants settle the frontier
deserts. Political elites sought to populate Patagonia with yeoman farmers cultivating livestock
for the world market. Instead, land policies consolidated the power of foreign capitalists who
developed oligarchic control over vast estates, commercial operations in the territories, and
import-export firms (Bandieri 2005). By the end of the nineteenth century, Patagonia was marked
by a latifundista regime (large landed estates) of estancias controlled by a few wealthy families
(Bayer 2008, 21–22). Waves of European settler-colonists moved into the El Chaltén zone,
where they built estancias around Lake Viedma, growing sheep on the steppe and cattle in the
forested foothills. Settlers exploited local resources for subsistence living, while cultivating
livestock to be sold in Atlantic ports for the world market.The Chilean territorial threat persisted
into the twentieth century, prompting Argentine elites to develop new understandings of the
Patagonian desert. In the 1930s, a group of upper-class conservationists promulgated the
creation of a system of national parks located in geopolitically sensitive zones, such as
Patagonia and the triple frontier area with Brazil and Paraguay. In 1934, the federal government
passed legislation creating the National Parks Directorship (later renamed the National Parks
Administration [Administración de Parques Nacionales]), which received jurisdiction over
parklands totaling more than 22,000 square kilometers: Iguazú along the Brazilian border;
Nahuel Huapi, Los Alerces, Perito Moreno, Lanin, and Glaciers along the Chilean frontier
(Administración de Parques Nacionales 2012). Regarding livestock farming as having led to low
population densities, national elites viewed parks as mechanisms for tourism-led development
based on urban centers. Conservation elites helped cultivate a new landscape ideology that
aestheticized the Andean desert as alpine wilderness, viewing Patagonia as Argentina’s version
of the Swiss Alps.6 The first president of the park service, Exequiel Bustillo, imagined the newly
created town of Bariloche in northern Patagonia as a future St. Moritz, the famous Swiss alpine
resort (Bustillo 1999, 133). From the beginning, the landscape ideology of alpine wilderness was
tied to elite aesthetic tastes and the pursuit of class status through leisure practices. In the El
Chaltén zone, the government expropriated land from the owners of estancias to create the
PNLG in 1937. Without an urban node around which to develop tourism infrastructure, the zone
remained committed to livestock farming. However, federal parkland had been established on
paper, providing the legal conditions of possibility for the future turn toward ecotourism.Following
the creation of the national park system, Patagonia remained a landscape of perceived



emptiness and extensive nature, but that nature was increasingly of two kinds. In the Andean
zone, there was an aesthetically valuable alpine wilderness that park officials set about creating
through land expropriations and population resettlement.7 There was also what remained: a vast
steppe and monte desert marginalized from early conservation efforts. Not aesthetically valuable
for parks and tourism, the steppe and monte were an extensive natural area earmarked for
livestock farming and extractive industries such as mining and oil production.Mountaineering
expeditions to the El Chaltén zone opened up the area to international climbing in the early
twentieth century and configured the initial meaning of alpine landscape as a site for high-risk
adventure sport. This worked in concert with the political goal of fashioning the Andes into a
wilderness with touristic appeal. In the 1950s, the first high-profile expeditions descended on the
Chaltén Massif, seeking to tackle Monte Fitz Roy and Cerro Torre. Aided by President Juan
Perón, a French team led by Lionel Terray became the first ascenders of Fitz Roy in 1952. This
expedition proved crucial to establishing the reputation of Patagonia as an elite destination
within global mountaineering. In 1958, an Italian team led by Bruno Detassis arrived in the Torre
Valley. Judging Cerro Torre impossible, Detassis forbade his team to try climbing the peak
(Kearney 1993, 60). The aura of impenetrability surrounding Cerro Torre further heightened the
standing of the Chaltén Massif (see Figure 1.1).
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Rolando Garibotti, “Anyone interested in Patagonia will gain great insight from reading this book.
This book is a revealing analysis of the El Chalten area. It lays bare the issues behind the green
economy, how eco-tourism facilitates neoliberalism, with the “state - entrepreneurial class”
alliance monopolizing the rent from natural capital. It dissects the relationships between the
different social groups and how they are affected by regulation, economics, history, and
other..Some of the most powerful chapters deal with social issues. Chalten was originally a
remote location where intraclass solidarity was required to survive, but not anymore. Solidarity
weakened as the green economy expanded, and many treat the village as a cash machine.
Seasonal workers and the service class, mostly hired informally, bear the brunt of the economic
risk, and the high cost of living and land scarcity have eroded away the dream of upward
mobility..The mountaineering chapter misses a few nuances but is quite revealing. Climbers use
risk to ennoble life, advance their social status, and unwittingly provide the images used by
entrepreneurs to shore place branding and tourist consumption..The national park
administration (APN) is discussed in depth, its evolution from an authoritarian institution to one
seeking community support to legitimize regulation. It also discusses APN’s conservation efforts,
educational policing, and its struggle to keep up with the every increasing number of tourists.
Less noble is APN's role as an agent of entrepreneurial capital..One chapter dives into
grassroots actions against suspect public works and land allocations..Regarding the Kirchners’
progressive agenda and their embrace of the green economy, the book points out the
contradiction of fostering a highly elitist/classed form of consumption, addresses the corruption
associated with their government, their exercise of personalized power, and how they benefitted
personally from state investment..Marcos spent several years in an out of El Chalten. The book
is based on his doctoral thesis published five years ago, so it does not cover the changes that
have taken place since Macri came to power, which have implied an even closer alignment of
the green economy and the business class..Anyone interested in this area will gain great insight
from reading this book. Beware that it is an academic text, so not an easy read.”

Betty Roszak, “Essential reading on ecotourism. Essential reading for anyone interested
generally in ecotourism, sustainable development and green economies, or for those fascinated
by the complexity of Argentina's cultural and geographical character. Despite his academic
background, Mendoza writes with clarity for a broader audience, making this fascinating book
accessible to those outside the field.”
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